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__________________________________________________________________ 
Matthew 28:16-20 
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which 
Jesus had directed them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; 
but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything 
that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.” 
__________________________________________________________________ 
PRAYER 
Spirit of the Living God, You who hovered over the chaotic waters of 
creation, come and hover over us once again.  Open our eyes, our ears, 
our hearts, our spirits, that our lives might be filled with the new life of 
Jesus Christ.  Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh anew once more.  In 
Jesus’ name we dare so to pray, amen.   

Well, here we are at last.  For 9 weeks, we have been talking about “The 
Church At Its Best” as we’ve looked at the variety of objects that you all 
gave to me on one of my first Sundays here at Ridge.  You gave me a 
bible, a hymnal and the book of discipline, the bread and cup that 
remind us to keep in communion with Christ and one another.  You 
presented me with a plumb line, the book of worship, a globe, stole, and 
a towel and basin that reminded us of our call to be servants of all.  You 



handed me a bowl of water and called on me to baptize new Christians in 
this place.  And you prayed for me.  You prayed for one another.  You 
prayed for yourselves.  You prayed for us.   

“Almighty God, you still call us to go into your service and spread the 
message of the salvation of your Son[, Jesus.]…Strengthen and sustain us 
in our ministries…that together we may follow Jesus Christ, living 
together in love, and offering our gifts and talents in your service; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.”  

And that is still our calling and our prayer today, the same calling and 
prayer for the first followers of Jesus 2,000 years ago.  Today’s scripture 
lesson comes to us soon after Jesus’ resurrection.  It’s the first time most 
had seen Jesus since he was crucified and rather than a heart-warming 
reunion, they are given a great commission.  They weren’t called to stay 
and linger; they were called to go and baptize.   

They weren’t told to keep on keeping the same way; they were called 
told to go, to be transformed and to transform the world. 

They weren’t told to be lame and tame; they were commissioned to be 
unleashed.  

The same is true for you and me today.  The great commission Jesus gave 
them is from where our mission as United Methodists comes: to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world - to be a 
church on a Jesus-given mission. 



I think that is one of the things I love most about our church.  As you 
know, for the past couple months, you all have been hosting meet-and-
greet gatherings in your homes for me to get to know both you and our 
church better.  Last week was my sixth one, and I keep telling the Staff-
Parish Relations Committee that I want to keep meeting with people until 
people no longer want to keep meeting with me!  Meaning that I will 
keep having these gatherings as long as you want to.  I want to be sure 
that everyone who wants to has a chance.  That means we will be having a 
gathering at Hartsfield Retirement Community and on a Sunday 
afternoon with childcare provided for those whose little ones go to bed 
earlier.  Those dates and times will be forthcoming, but one of the things 
I’ve most enjoyed learning about our church is our beginnings.   

Did you know that Ridge began as a church plant?  There was a group of 
about 20 or so people - some of whom are still here today - got together 
and started a new United Methodist Church in a community where one 
had not yet been started.  They had a Jesus-sized mission - to go into all 
the world, just like verse 19 says, to baptize, teach, and obey the words of 
Jesus.  And, for them, to go into all the world, meant first going to the 
neighborhoods and community in which they were already living.  
Because they went, you and I are here today.  Because they followed, 
little ones are being baptized today.  Because they had faith, countless of 
others are growing in theirs as well. 

Jesus’ mission is in our DNA.  The question for us this morning is this: Is 
Jesus’ mission yet part of yours? 



Now, to be sure, this is not a question of method or strategy.  Nor is it a 
question of being well-resourced.  And it is not even a question of having 
enough faith. 

Because if those were the prerequisites to be a follower of Jesus, then the 
first followers of Jesus wouldn’t have made the cut.  They didn’t have all 
the methods.  They didn’t know all the best strategies.  They didn’t have 
“enough” people.  And they didn’t even all believe.   

Did you catch that?  Verse 17 - When they saw Jesus, they worshipped 
him; but some doubted.   

Apparently there is enough room with Jesus for both the Mary 
Magdalene’s and Doubting Thomas’s.  Apparently, the prerequisite for 
Jesus’ mission is not about having enough - enough faith, enough 
people, enough resources.  The prerequisite for Jesus’ mission, rather, 
appears to be a willingness to go and follow him.   

Those first followers of Jesus didn’t have all the answers, they didn’t have 
all the best methods or strategies, and, quite frankly, they didn’t have very 
many people either.   

Nevertheless, they had everything they needed to go where Jesus told 
them to go next. 

And so too do we.   



We have everything we need right here, right now, to go where Jesus is 
calling us to go next, to do what Jesus is calling us to do next, to become 
who Jesus is calling us to be next. 

We already have everything we need right here, right now, to follow 
where Jesus is leading us next. 

And so here’s my challenge for you and me this morning: I want each 
one of us to reach one person before Christmas.  I want each one of us 
to invite one person to worship before Christmas.  I want each one of us 
to bring one person with us to worship before Christmas.  I want each 
one to reach one by Christmas morning.   

This isn’t a numbers thing.  It isn’t about making our church bigger or 
better.  And it isn’t an insurmountable goal either.  But it is a challenge.  
And it’s one rooted in the great commission of Jesus Christ.  For each one 
of us to reach one person in the world, starting in our community, in our 
workplaces, in our neighborhoods.  Each one, reach one for Jesus.   

You don’t need any strategies.  You don’t need extra resources.  You don’t 
need any answers.  And you don’t even need more faith.   

You have everything you need right here, right now.  Because you have 
Jesus.  “And remember,” he told his disciples then and he continues to 
tell us today, “I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

You have Jesus.  I have Jesus.  We have Jesus.  And Jesus is more than 
enough.  Jesus is always more than enough.   



It’s time church.  It’s not in sixth months.  It’s not in a year.  It’s not when we 
are finally debt free that the next season of ministry can begin.   

The time is now to give our lives anew to Jesus and his love.  Are you 
willing to join me in following Jesus - ye of much faith and ye of much 
doubt? 

Are you willing to give your life to Jesus for the first time, the second 
time, the seven times seventieth time?  It’s not too late.  You have 
everything you need right here, right now.   

Because Jesus loves you, exactly the way you are, and yet Jesus loves you 
way too much to let you remain the same.   

BENEDICTION 

May God, who has begun a good work within you, 
continue that work until the day when Christ Jesus returns. 
May your love overflow more and more; 
may you continue to grow in knowledge and understanding, 
so that you can clearly discern what really matters, 
and so that you may stand pure and blameless before God 
on the day of Christ’s return. 

The God who calls you is faithful, and He will do it. 

Go forth in peace.


