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Today, we continue our walk with Jesus during this Lent season with the topic of service. 

If you notice, our sermon title it says Here I am Lord, Send Me. We are about to embark on a 

journey of boldness and bravery. We will step out of our comfort zone and call out to the Lord, 

“SEND ME!” Are you ready? Let’s pray. 

As I mentioned it is our Lent season. We are knee deep on a journey in the wilderness 

with Jesus; growing closer to him, walking with him, trying to live our best Christ-like life. Our 

focus this week is on service. This is something that we may or may not do every day, but it is 

important to spend some time on the topic. Jesus models it best as he washed the feet of his 

disciples on Maundy Thursday. Jesus says in John 13, “So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have 

washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example 

that you also should do as I have done to you.” To walk with Jesus we are called to model his 

teachings. As he washed the feet of the disciples, he took time to explain to them why he did it.  

Jesus says” well if I am Lord and I wash your feet, you can surely do it”. Reality check right 

there, don’t you think? The Son of God performed the lowest of jobs, I think we are all are 

capable to do it as well.  

Our scripture today comes from the book of Romans. Paul is writing from Corinth to the 

church in Rome. He felt it was time for a good dose of Christian doctrine for them.  The last part 

of this book gives practical instructions on how to live a new life in Christ. He focuses on loving 

one another, not judging, building each other up, and serving others not our selves. All of these 

things are to be a part of our daily life, not a scheduled event or activity, every day. To me that 

tells of its importance in our walk with Christ. Daily practices of serving are just as crucial as 
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worship and study. Pastor Jared shared with us how we are to follow the practices of worship 

and study individually and in community. The same is true for service. Prayer five times a day 

and together in worship. Study 5 verses a day and share about scripture in small groups and 

classes. Serving is modeled the same way and we will go into detail a little later. For now think 

about this, Serving is taking all you believe and acting on it using Jesus as you model. That 

sounds simple enough doesn’t it? Well, in our busy schedules and lives, how in the world are 

we going to be able to make this happen? Do not fear; I have an idea! 

Jesus spent most of his ministry life serving. Each miracle he performed was an act of 

service to someone. Some were grand like raising Lazarus. Others were smaller like curing a 

fever. Whatever it was, Jesus served because he loved. His heart was full of love for each 

person, so when he served it was not because he had to, but because he wanted to. What if we 

could shift to the mindset of I do not have to serve, I get to serve. Think about that for a 

moment. We are blessed enough to know Jesus and his teachings. We each are gifted by God to 

do special things in this world. Because of God’s grace through faith, we are saved. And we 

KNOW this. How many people in this world do not know this? Whom could we help if we woke 

thinking I GET to serve someone else today? God has asked ME to do this! I am one blessed 

person. See how the tone has changed. See how it is no longer a task to check off as a part of 

our daily life! We get excited to see whom you can offer hope, joy, and love as a gift from God!  

So now, I got you all fired up, right. Great! Let us go with this for a bit. What is the best 

parable in the bible for serving and loving? My head goes straight to the Good Samaritan. In 

fact, our lesson in Sunday school is about this story. Talk about selfless love and caring, a life of 
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a stranger was saved. The Samaritan did not know this man at all. Have you ever thought why 

the Samaritan helped? It does not say in the Bible, but I like to believe it is because he had the 

“get to” attitude. Maybe, this Samaritan heard Jesus preach, maybe he wanted to model his 

teachings. Perhaps those things compelled him to WANT to help/serve the injured man. 

Remember, it is a privilege to walk with Jesus.  As we walk with Jesus and follow his teachings, 

we serve the Lord as we serve others.   

Serve with love. You see, love is not an emotion but an act. Love is something you DO 

with piety and mercy. As we reach out to those around us in service, we are actively love and 

walk close with Jesus.  The basis of our Christian faith is love. Jesus says in John 15:12, “This is 

my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.” In Hebrews James says, 

“And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds.” Of course, there is 

Peter that shares in Peter 1:22, “Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to 

the truth[a] so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply[b] from the heart.” 

I could keep going, verse after verse of being called to love tied to service. No better way to 

love than show love through serving one another, especially those who are lost or looking for 

something more in life. 

All right, we are getting in to the thick of things now! Everyone is energized, feeling like 

they can love more, serve more, and transform the world for God. Opportunities are endless to 

serve if you do one thing… pay attention! Be alert to your daily happenings. It is just that 

simple, No grand design or plan, Stop, Look and Listen…just like I told the children. As you go 
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about your daily lives be more intentional to the people you see or possibly don’t usually see. 

How can you make their lives more fulfilled, have more joy, possibly feel loved?  

While I was in class a couple weeks ago, we were concentrating on social injustice and 

how do we get involved. A classmate made a great analogy and I feel like it fits perfect with 

how we act, serve, and love.  The majority of you know the story of Mary and Martha. Jesus 

came to their house and Martha was flittering around cleaning, working, and preparing. Mary 

sat at the feet of Jesus listening and learning. I want us to put the spin of service on this story in 

respect to each action done by the sisters. If we look at Martha’s behaviors, we would said she 

is a “doer”. She is working, laying the groundwork, hands on, an activist. Mary, on the other 

hand, is reserved, quiet, listening, praying perhaps, allowing God to guide her thoughts and 

behaviors.  

Neither is more right than the other is. Sometimes we are fully engaged in service, 

putting our hands and feet to work for God. Other times we are not sure how to engage. We 

ask God what he is calling us to do. In those moments we can take the role of Mary and pray, 

speak with God about the needs of those experiencing the hardship, pray for those who are on 

the frontlines and actively doing the serving.  A great example is the High School Mission trip. 

Even though I would love to have all of you go with us, we know that is not physically possible. I 

know while we are gone you support us with prayers, and good thoughts. We engage together 

upon returning to share the .You love on us before we leave and when we return! It is all a part 

of the process of serving. We cannot all be Martha’s nor can we all be Mary’s. It takes a good 

balance of both to transform God’s world through service. 
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That balance we just spoke about creates a community of service. The part of this 

practice we do together. Show me your fist. See , how the fingers are tight together with one 

another, that is community of service. It takes all of us together to make our church on of 

missional purpose. We come together, worship, pray, and study together. We meet, talk, and 

discern how we together can make a difference.  Trips to Haiti, monthly food bank donations, 

collections of coats and school supplies are acts we do together. Holding hands and praying for 

those hit by natural disaster, praying for children who are starving and asking God to show us 

how we can help.  Our students just completed the 30-hour famine. You prayed and ask God to 

watch over them and ME. Your prayers were with us as we learned and gained a better 

understanding of how we are blessed and how we can work together to make a change for 

good. Community of servants is who we are. 

Now show me your other hand, open and fingers wiggling. You can be in service to 

others by yourself, guess how many times a day? Yep, five, I think you have caught on to the 

pattern. We all know how random acts of kindness works. It is one of my favorite things to do. I 

like to believe that someday one random act I do may help completely change the life of 

someone. The only way for that to happen is to be more vigilant about my five acts of kindness 

every day. Simple things like holding a door, picking up something that was dropped, smiling. I 

know you all can do that, show me your best smile! Wonderful, I think my tank is full of love 

now.  

I am going to throw a bit of math your way, I know it is early (or almost lunch time), but I 

think you can handle it. If I do five acts of kindness every day for a week, that is 35 acts. Times 
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that by 52 weeks and we get? 1,820 random acts of Kindness. Our attendance on a weekly basis 

is about 160 people give or take a few… 291,200 random acts of kindness in ONE YEAR! Imagine 

if each one of those acts lead to one more show of kindness. It all starts with you, with me, and 

with us. There is no way that Ridge cannot change the world! 

So here we are, Lord. Send us! Let us pray: 

 

 


